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FCCP 2010 ELECTION ROUNDUP

Dear members and friends,

There’s a lot to sort through and understand about the November 2010 election at both the national and state levels.  We hope the analysis, news and resource links contained in this compilation will help you digest the meaning of the election results and explore ways to make progress on your priority issues in this new political environment.  

This Election Roundup represents a variety of perspectives and is for information only – inclusion does not imply an endorsement by FCCP.  All links contained in this document were live at the time of production. Failure of a link to connect is beyond our control and we apologize for any inconvenience.  For more information on the 2010 election and a full range of civic participation issues, please visit the FCCP website. 
The Funders’ Committee for Civic Participation is a strictly nonpartisan organization.

FCCP 2010 ELECTION ROUNDUP

Analysis/Polling
· Clear Rejection of the Status Quo, No Consensus about Future Policies 

Exit poll analysis from PewResearch.org


An older and much more conservative electorate than in 2006 and 2008 propelled the 


Republican Party to a broad victory in the 2010 midterm elections. But the vote was 


more repudiation than endorsement.  Read more.
· 2010 Mid-Term Election Summary Impact of 2010 Elections on Philanthropy

Council on Foundations Policy Update 


The election sent 110 new members to Congress and will mean changes in key committees 
overseeing charitable giving. This update from COF details what is needed to educate a very 
large class of new members about philanthropy and its role in society.  Read more. 
· Post-Election Analysis 


By Celinda Lake, Lake Research Partners 


Slides from FCCP’s November (First) Monday funder briefing are attached.
· Nonprofit Quarterly: The Impact of the Republican Wave on Nonprofits


By Rick Cohen, The Nonprofit Quarterly, November 3rd

The incoming freshman class of Congress represents a sea change for nonprofits—the election 
of dozens of policy-makers with scant experience with much of the nonprofit sector they will 
be charged with governing. Read more. 

· Independent Sector 2010 Election Analysis

Prepared by legislative advisors, Washington Council Ernst & Young

This analysis contains potential changes in key committees with oversight over tax policy and the rules and regulations affecting nonprofits and foundations. Read more. 

· 2010 Exit Poll of 3,500 Asian American Voters: Strong Approval for Dems in Northeast, Support for Republican Govs in the South
By Asian-American Legal Defense Education Fund (AALDEF)


This five-state multilingual exit poll of over 3,500 Asian American voters was done in 
collaboration with 30 national and local community groups, the largest nonpartisan poll of its 
kind in the nation.  Read more. 
· The Latino Vote: Historic Night for Hispanics 

From PewResearch.org

For the first time ever, three Latino candidates -- all of them Republicans -- won top statewide 
offices. But Latino voters supported Democrats by nearly a two-to-one margin. Read more.
· Election Eve Poll in Eight States Reveals Key Facts About Latino Voters in 2010 Elections

By America’s Voice


Immigration and anti-immigrant campaigning 
played a major role in mobilizing Latino voters this cycle. The data reveals not only who Latinos voted for, but why. Read more.
· Youth Voter Turnout at 20%: What Does That Mean?

By Peter Levine, Director of CIRCLE, in the Huffington Post, November 3rd 

If you care about youth voting -- as a manifestation of democracy and a bellwether of future 
participation -- you should take some comfort in the fact that young adults voted at roughly 
the same rate as usual in a midterm election.  Read more. 

· Republicans Win All Age Demographics but Under 30; Young Voters Resist Wave, Candidates Miss Opportunity


Rock the Vote press release, November 3rd

Failure to build on 2008 strategies means both parties will play catch-up in 2012. Read more. 

· Youthless: Youth Turnout During Midterm Elections

By Tim Fernholz, The American Prospect blog

Young voters actually took a step back from a 2006 high, when they made up 12 percent of 
the electorate as opposed to this year's 11 percent, but it's just not accurate to say youth have 
stepped back from politics. Read more.
· Youth Voters in the 2010 Elections

Prepared by the Generational Alliance and the Center for Information & Research on Civic Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE)
Younger Voters Were Racially Diverse, Voted Democratic, and Approved of President Obama
Mostly a Subset of the 2008 Electorate, they Held Mixed Views of What to Do About the Economy. Read more. 

· Religion in the 2010 Elections 

From PewResearch.org

White Protestants voted overwhelmingly Republican and religiously unaffiliated voters 
overwhelmingly supported Democrats. But Catholic voters swung to the GOP, and 
Republicans made gains in all three groups. Read more.
Policy/Issues
Redistricting 
· State Legislative Gains Give Republicans Unprecedented Clout to Remake Districts

By Michael A. Memoli, Tribune Washington Bureau, Los Angeles Times, November 3rd

GOP gained at least 680 state legislature seats, giving the party unilateral control to remake the 
boundaries of 190 congressional districts. Read more. 
· Florida: The Ultimate Legal Fight in 2011 Redistricting


By The Rose Institute of State and Local Government


On Tuesday Florida voters approved “Amendment 6,” a constitutional amendment aimed at 
ending partisan gerrymanders of Florida’s congressional districts. Its passage sets up what 
may be the ultimate legal battle of the 2011 redistricting cycle. Read more. 
· Voters Pass Redistricting Reforms in California, Florida, and Minnesota
By Common Cause
Voters in California, Minnesota and Florida gave overwhelming support to ballot initiatives that will help reduce the amount of partisan gerrymandering in redistricting. Bob Edgar, president of Common Cause, remarked, "This is a big win for holding government accountable to the people."  Read more.
· California Voters Approve Citizen Panel Redistricting, AP Says

By Michael B. Marois and Christopher Palmeri, Bloomberg News, November 2nd

California voters approved a ballot measure financed largely by Charles Munger Jr., son of 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc.’s Charles Munger, that strips California lawmakers of responsibility 
for drawing the boundaries of congressional districts. Read more. 
· Voters Approve Amendments 5 and 6


By Associated Press, November 3rd 


Florida voters approved two constitutional amendments making it tougher for the Legislature 
to gerrymander congressional districts. Read more. 
· Redistricting Reform: A Rare Progressive Success

By Nicholas Stephanopoulos, Huffington Post, November 4th
Tuesday was a disaster for Democrats, of course, but it was perhaps the best day ever for a cause that many progressives hold dear: redistricting reform. Read more. 
Campaign Finance
· Tea Party Vows To Block Campaign Finance Reform

By Zach Carter, Media Consortium, November 4th

Anonymous millionaires just helped elect dozens of ultraconservative congressional 
candidates, by pumping millions of dollars into national Tea Party organizations. And guess 
what’s at the top of the legislative to-do list for those same Tea Party groups? Blocking 
campaign finance reform legislation.  Read more. 
· Tuesday's Results and The Impact on Public Financing in States 


Piper Update, November 4th by Marc Caplan


Please see the attachment.
· Actually, Americans Do Care About Corporate Campaign Cash

By Katrina Vanden Heuvel, Washington Post, November 8th

The American people see their democracy drowning in anonymous donors, super PACs, and 
record-breaking candidate fundraising. Our elected officials spend so much time focused on 
raising money that they have little time left to do their actual job of legislating.  Read more. 
Health Care
· New GOP Wave Could Slow the Pace of Healthcare Reform


By Sarah Dorsey, Sunlight Foundation Reporting Group, November 4th

Many candidates made their opposition to the President's health care law a central issue in 
their campaigns. But to what extent will Tuesday's elections actually affect the course of 
reform? Read more. 

State Elections

· Map of Post-Election Partisan Composition of State Legislatures

By the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) 


Click on any state to see a full election profile and view a detailed analysis of the election. 

Read more.   
· FollowTheMoney.org


The National Institute on Money in State Politics

The only nonpartisan, nonprofit organization revealing the influence of campaign money on 
state-level elections and public policy in all 50 states. Read more.
· 2010 Post-Election Report

By the Ballot Initiative Strategy Center (BISC)

With the nonstop media attention paid to candidate elections last week, it's easy to overlook 
the reality that voters by and large rejected right-wing ideology on ballot measures. This lends 
an important context to the candidate races and should not be overlooked. Read the report.
· National Conference of State Legislatures  


In this video, NCSL's Jennie Bowser gives an election recap of this year's ballot measures. 
Voters in 37 states considered a total of 160 statewide ballot measures on Nov. 2.  Of the total, 
42 came from the citizen initiative process.  See the video and read more. 
· 2010 State Legislatures: GOP Chalks Up Historic Gains  


By Louis Jacobson, Governing Politics, November 3rd

Tracking turnover in the state legislatures is often painfully slow. But already the GOP has put 
historic-level legislative gains on the scoreboard. Read more. 
· State legislative gains give Republicans unprecedented clout to remake districts 

By Michael A. Memoli, Los Angeles Times, November 3rd 
The Republicans' 60-seat pickup in Congress – the most by any party in a half-century – appears insignificant when you consider that in the New Hampshire state House, Republicans appear to have gained at least 120 seats. Read more. 
· The Secretaries of State: Bad News for Some Swing State Democrats
By David Weigel, Slate Magazine, November 3rd 

One of the possible Democratic nightmares I pointed out on Monday was the possible loss of Secretaries of State in swing states, losses that would create some more impediments to voting in 2012. Read more.
Useful Links

· Electionline.org

Produced by the Pew Center on the States' Election Initiatives

Electionline.org is the nation’s only nonpartisan, non-advocacy information clearinghouse and 
e-newsletter providing up-to-the-minute news and analysis on election reform. Check out 
electionline.org for updates on Secretary of State races, election administration, voting 
problems and issues across the country, and much more.  Visit the site.
· Justice at Stake 

Justice at Stake is a nonpartisan campaign with more than 50 national partners, working to 
keep state and federal courts fair and impartial. Check out their website for up-to-date analysis 
of judicial elections around the country. Visit the site.
· National Conference of State Legislatures  


See a full election profile and view a detailed analysis of the election by state. Visit the site.
· Open Secrets / Center for Responsive Politics

OpenSecrets.org is a nonpartisan guide to money’s influence on U.S. elections and public policy. Visit the site. 
· Stateline.org

The Pew Center on the States’ reporting service, Stateline.org, is a nonprofit, nonpartisan online 
news site that practices journalism in the public interest by reporting on emerging trends 
and issues in state policy and politics.  Stateline is producing a series of profiles of new 
leaders in the states and coverage of how Tuesday’s historic transition of power will affect 
policy in state capitols across the country. Visit the site.
· Sunlight Foundation

The Sunlight Foundation uses cutting-edge technology and ideas to make government 
transparent and accountable. Visit the site.
News 

· How Obama Saved Capitalism and Lost the Midterms 

By Timothy Egan, The New York Times, November 2nd

No matter your view of President Obama, he effectively saved capitalism. And for that, he 
paid a terrible political price.  Read more.
· Facing Big Deficits, a Dozen New Governors Rule Out Tax Hikes 


By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer, November 4th 

A Stateline analysis of the governors’ races decided Tuesday (November 2) finds that at least 12 
of the nation’s new governors have ruled out tax hikes, even as they face billions in collective 
deficits. Read more. 

· Some Democrats Favor a Shift to More Outside Campaign Spending 
By Tom Hamburger and Matea Gold, Los Angeles Times, November 4th

Shaken by Tuesday's Republican landslide, Democratic fundraisers who felt hobbled by 
President Obama's hard-line opposition to outside campaign spending are now planning to do 
what many groups did for the GOP — funnel millions of dollars into independent political 
advertising and voter mobilization campaigns. Read more. 

· Outside Groups on the Right Flexed Muscles


By Michael Luo and Giff Palmer, The New York Times, November 3rd

On the way to winning back the majority in the House on Tuesday, Republican challenger 
after Republican challenger overcame significant fund-raising gaps to beat their opponents, 
bolstered by a deluge of spending by independent groups.  Read more. 
· Election Results Fueled by Jobs Crisis and Voter Apathy Among Progressives 

By Rudy Teixeira and John Halpin, Center for American Progress Action Fund, November 4th


Lessons for progressives going forward lie in a few fundamental factors: the poor state of 
the economy; the abnormally conservative composition of the midterm electorate; and the 
large number of vulnerable seats in conservative-leaning areas. Read more. 

· Democrats Consoled by Latino Vote in Republican ‘Game Changer’


By Catherine Dodge and Traci McMillan, Bloomberg News, November 8th


Along with sweeping Republican gains in the U.S. House, two political realities emerged in 
this year’s midterm elections with longer-term repercussions for both parties -- one positive, 
one negative for each. Read more. 
· Ouster of Iowa Judges Sends Signals to the Bench

A.G. Sulzberger, The New York Times, November 3rd

An unprecedented vote to remove three Iowa Supreme Court justices who were part of the unanimous decision that legalized same-sex marriage in the state was celebrated by conservatives as a popular rebuke of judicial overreach, even as it alarmed proponents of an independent judiciary. Read more. 

· The Next Campaign

By The New York Times Editorial Board, November 7th 

Trounced in Tuesday’s elections, some Democratic leaders are already plotting a 2012 comeback based on the same brutal big-money tactics employed so effectively this year by Republicans. Read more. 
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